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Your regular update from Cllr Martin Griffiths, Leader of the Council

Welcome to the Local Link from North Northamptonshire Council

Issue 25. Friday 10 July 2026. Featuring: Outstanding progress for Children’s Services. A
proud moment for Corby and North Northamptonshire: UK Town of Culture shortlist success.
And more...

e Top story

Outstanding progress for Children’s Services

| am incredibly proud that Children’s Services across North Northamptonshire have received
such positive Ofsted inspection outcomes, with services rated 'Good' overall and leadership
judged 'Outstanding'.

This recognition reflects the remarkable progress made over recent years and marks a
significant milestone in our improvement journey.

The transformation since 2019 has been substantial. Through strong leadership, close
partnership working and sustained investment, we have worked tirelessly to improve
services for children, young people and families.

The establishment of Northamptonshire Children’s Trust has played a key role in driving
these improvements and ensuring children receive the support they need at the right time.

Most importantly, these results demonstrate that our efforts are making a real difference,
delivering better outcomes and brighter futures for children and young people across North
Northamptonshire.

e Latest news
A proud moment for Corby and North Northamptonshire: UK Town
of Culture shortlist success

North Northamptonshire Council acknowledges and welcomes Corby's fantastic
achievement in being shortlisted for the UK's first Town of Culture competition.



Selected as one of just 15 towns from nearly 400 entries across the UK, Corby has earned a
place in the next stage of the prestigious competition.

The town will now go on to develop a full bid for the chance to host a major programme of
cultural activity and events in 2028.

North Northamptonshire Council has been proud to support bids from Corby,
Wellingborough, Kettering and Rothwell, working closely with local partners to showcase the
incredible creativity, rich heritage, vibrant cultural offer and strong community spirit that
exists across North Northamptonshire.

Corby's shortlisting is a testament to the passion, ambition and collaboration of those
involved. The success shines a spotlight on the area's thriving cultural scene and highlights
the important role that culture plays in bringing communities together, boosting pride of place
and supporting local prosperity.

More information is available on GOV.UK: Shortlist for UK Town of Culture revealed.

Kettering Library reopens in style
I am delighted to see Kettering Library fully reopen in its stunning original home.

This much-loved building sits at the heart of the town and provides a welcoming space for
people of all ages to learn, connect and explore.

Following its restoration, the library looks absolutely amazing, as you will see in the Kettering
Library opens video.

We look forward to welcoming residents and visitors alike to enjoy all that this fantastic
facility has to offer. Whether you're looking to access digital resources, take part in
community events, support your learning or simply enjoy a great read, there is something for
everyone at Kettering Library.

Thank you to all the staff who have worked so hard to transfer everything back to its original
home.

2] Community matters

Summer holiday activities for children

We want every child and young person in North Northamptonshire to have the opportunity to
enjoy a fun, active and memorable summer. That's why we’ve put together a fantastic range
of activities to suit all ages and interests, from sports camps and teen-only sessions to
countryside walks and family-friendly activities.

We know that the cost of activities can be a challenge for some families, so we’re pleased to
be offering a variety of free and low-cost options to help as many residents as possible take
part. Whether you're looking to try something new, stay active, or simply spend quality time
together, there’s something for everyone this summer.


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/shortlist-for-uk-town-of-culture-revealed
https://youtube.com/shorts/fVJwYkR5_EY?si=49JSEKfb01Y0oGwO
https://youtube.com/shorts/fVJwYkR5_EY?si=49JSEKfb01Y0oGwO

Find out more on our website: Summer holiday activities for children.

e Your Voice Matters

View and respond to current consultations, and take part in engagement surveys and
discussions

¢ High Street Rental Auctions — Proposal to Recommend Wellingborough — Closes 19
July 2026.

¢ Healthy lifestyles — Food and nutrition: views of children and young people — Closes
31 July 2026.

e Healthy lifestyles — Food and nutrition: views of parents/carers — Closes 31 July
2026.

Please visit the Your VVoice Matters hub for further information.

Please share with family, friends, or others in your networks who may be interested in
contributing their views.

e More to explore

Keep up to date with our latest press releases

¢ Northamptonshire Tourism Business Awards 2026 - entries now open

e Children’s services in North Northamptonshire rated good with outstanding
leadership following Ofsted inspections

o Essential works to Wellingborough council buildings to be discussed

¢ South Midlands Growth Grant returns to power innovation, unlock new technologies
and accelerate business growth across the region

e £895,000 fund to support communities near Magna Park, Corby on Executive
agenda

¢ North Northamptonshire Council appoints permanent Executive Director of Children’s
Services

o Essential works to upgrade White Mills Bridge, Earls Barton completed

e How co-production is transforming adult social care in North Northamptonshire

o Partners come together to support Anti-Social Behaviour Awareness Week 2026

¢ North Northamptonshire children encouraged to take part in this year’s Summer
Reading Challenge

View all council news and updates on our website at: News.


https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/summer-holiday-activities-children
https://northnorthants.citizenspace.com/place-and-economy/hsra_wellingborough/
https://northnorthants.citizenspace.com/public-health/food_nutrition_cyp/
https://northnorthants.citizenspace.com/public-health/food_nutrition_parent_carer/
https://northnorthants.citizenspace.com/
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/northamptonshire-tourism-business-awards-2026-entries-now-open
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/childrens-services-north-northamptonshire-rated-good-outstanding-leadership-following-ofsted
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/childrens-services-north-northamptonshire-rated-good-outstanding-leadership-following-ofsted
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/essential-works-wellingborough-council-buildings-be-discussed
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/south-midlands-growth-grant-returns-power-innovation-unlock-new-technologies-and-accelerate
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/south-midlands-growth-grant-returns-power-innovation-unlock-new-technologies-and-accelerate
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/ps895000-fund-support-communities-near-magna-park-corby-executive-agenda
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/ps895000-fund-support-communities-near-magna-park-corby-executive-agenda
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/north-northamptonshire-council-appoints-permanent-executive-director-childrens-services
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/north-northamptonshire-council-appoints-permanent-executive-director-childrens-services
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/essential-works-upgrade-white-mills-bridge-earls-barton-completed
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/how-co-production-transforming-adult-social-care-north-northamptonshire
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/partners-come-together-support-anti-social-behaviour-awareness-week-2026
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/north-northamptonshire-children-encouraged-take-part-years-summer-reading-challenge
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news/north-northamptonshire-children-encouraged-take-part-years-summer-reading-challenge
https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/news

é Thank you

Thank you for taking the time to read my newsletter. If you have any questions, please email
executive@northnorthants.gov.uk.

Kind regards,

Clir Martin Griffiths
Leader of the Council
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